SENATE BILL 445:

Regulatory Reform Act of 2026, Sec. 28:

Restore Fees for Commercial Underground
Storage Tanks and No Quadrennial Adjustments

Analysis of: S.L. 2026-59, Sec. 28 Date: August 24, 2026
Prepared by: Legislative Analysis
Division Staff

2025-2026 General Assembly

Section 28 of S.L. 2026-59 (Senate Bill 445) reduces the annual operating fee the Secretary of the
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) can charge the owner or operator of a commercial petroleum
underground storage tank (UST) for each UST from $498 to $420 and reduces the daily late penalty from
$6 to $5. This section also eliminates DEQ's authority to adjust the UST fee every four years based on
changes to the Consumer Price Index.

This section becomes effective October 1, 2026, and applies to any fees due on or after that date.

Kara McCraw
Director

*

5

S

Legislative Analysis
Division
2 *

‘J‘"M H ‘m J‘H H “ HM “H ‘M 919-733-2578

This bill analysis was prepared by the nonpartisan legislative staff for the use of legislators in their deliberations and does not constitute an official statement of legislative intent.
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