SENATE BILL 257:

2026 Appropriations Act, Sec. 16.23:
Increase Telecommunications and Data
Connectivity Fee

Analysis of: S.L.2026-41, Sec. 16.23 Date: August 21, 2026
Prepared by: Legislative Analysis
Division Staff

2025-2026 General Assembly

Section 16.23 of S.L. 2026-41 (Senate Bill 257) increases to $14 the telecommunications and data
connectivity fee contained in the court costs for criminal matters (G.S. 7A-304), special proceedings (G.S.
7A-306), and administration of estates (G.S. 7A-307). The fee for civil court costs (G.S. 7A-305) remains
$4.

This section becomes effective December 1, 2026, and applies to costs assessed on or after that date.
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This bill analysis was prepared by the nonpartisan legislative staff for the use of legislators in their deliberations and does not constitute an official statement of legislative intent.



