SENATE BILL 257:

2026 Appropriations Act, Sec. 7.63:

Require Schools for the Deaf to Provide Early
Intervention Services.
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2025-2026 General Assembly

Section 7.63 of S.L. 2026-41 (Senate Bill 257) directs the North Carolina School for the Deaf and the
Eastern North Carolina School for the Deaf to provide support and early intervention services to families
with children who are deaf or hard of hearing. Each school must provide services to families within the
geographical boundaries of enrollment for the school. The schools can provide early intervention services
directly or contract with a vendor to provide the services. The schools can enter a memorandum of
understanding to grant one school the authority to enter and manage a contract for the provision of early
intervention services on behalf of both schools.

This section also provides that of the $750,000 dollars in nonrecurring funds appropriated to the North
Carolina School for the Deaf for the 2026-2027 fiscal year and the $750,000 dollars in nonrecurring funds
appropriated to the Eastern North Carolina School for the Deaf for the 2026-2027 fiscal year to provide
the required early intervention services, both schools must, either individually or jointly, contract with
Beginnings for Parents of Hearing Impaired Children, Inc., (Beginnings) to provide support and early
intervention services to families with children who are deaf or hard of hearing.

By April 1, 2027, Beginnings must report to the Joint Legislative Education Oversight Committee at least
the following information:

e A detailed accounting of how State funds were spent by Beginnings.
¢ An accounting of any other funding received from other sources.

e The number of students served, including generalized data on the age, grade level, and location of
students served.

e A description of how Beginnings evaluates the effectiveness and outcomes of its services.
e Outcomes achieved.

e Any other information Beginnings deems relevant to an evaluation of its provision of services.

This section became effective July 1, 2026.

Kara McCraw
Director
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This bill analysis was prepared by the nonpartisan legislative staff for the use of legislators in their deliberations and does not constitute an official statement of legislative intent.
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