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Section 7.2 of S.L. 2026-41 (Senate Bill 257) removes the requirement that local boards of education of
local school administrative units (LEAs) located within counties determined to be the most economically
distressed by the Department of Commerce have to collaborate with the State Board of Education, the
Department of Public Instruction (DPI), the Friday Institute, and The University of North Carolina
educator preparation programs on assessment of efforts to provide student digital literacy instruction in
kindergarten through eighth grade in those LEAs. The remaining entities must continue to assess these
efforts in all LEAs. In addition, the section clarifies that DPI is prohibited from taking any action to
impede public school units from accessing Learning.com.

This section became effective July 1, 2026..
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This bill analysis was prepared by the nonpartisan legislative staff for the use of legislators in their deliberations and does not constitute an official statement of legislative intent.



