
 

2025-2026 General Assembly 

 

 

SENATE BILL 257: 

2026 Appropriations Act, Sec. 5.11: 

Clarify Authority to Own Water Resources as 

Part of Public Enterprise 

Analysis of: S.L. 2026-41, Sec. 5.11 Date: August 21, 2026 

  Prepared by: Legislative Analysis 

Division Staff    

 

Kara McCraw 

Director *S257-SMRN-127(sl)-v-3* 
Legislative Analysis 

Division 

919-733-2578 
 

 

 

This bill analysis was prepared by the nonpartisan legislative staff for the use of legislators in their deliberations and does not constitute an official statement of legislative intent. 
 

Section 5.11 of S.L. 2026-41 (Senate Bill 257) provides that counties and cities may operate public 

enterprises for water supply and distribution systems of all types, including dams, reservoirs, water 

intakes, water treatment facilities, and any infrastructure associated with that service or system.  It also 

makes conforming changes to the definition of "water" in specific property tax statutes for counties and 

cities.   

This section became effective July 1, 2026. 


