SENATE BILL 257:
2026 Appropriations Act, Sec. 12.16:
UST Express Certification

2025-2026 General Assembly

Analysis of: S.L.2026-41, Sec. 12.16 Date: August 20, 2026
Prepared by: Legislative Analysis
Division Staff

Section 12.16 of S.L. 2026-41 (Senate Bill 257) expands the Department of Environmental Quality's
(DEQ) express permit and certification review program to include underground storage tank (UST)
installation and replacement certifications pursuant to DEQ's UST Program and sets the maximum fee for
UST installation and replacement express certifications at four thousand dollars ($4,000). UST permittees
are also required to have received certification for all USTs installed or replaced at the facility, as well as
pay the express review fee, as applicable, before being able to receive an operating permit from DEQ.

This section became effective July 1, 2026.
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This bill analysis was prepared by the nonpartisan legislative staff for the use of legislators in their deliberations and does not constitute an official statement of legislative intent.
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