
 

2025-2026 General Assembly 

 

 

SENATE BILL 257: 

2026 Appropriations Act, Sec. 9H.2: 

Report on Recommendations for a Plan to 

Improve Maternal and Infant Levels of Care in 

North Carolina 

Analysis of: S.L. 2026-41, Sec. 9H.2 Date: August 24, 2026 

  Prepared by: Legislative Analysis 

Division Staff    

 

Kara McCraw 

Director *S257-SMBP-92(sl)-v-3* 
Legislative Analysis 

Division 

919-733-2578 
 

 

 

This bill analysis was prepared by the nonpartisan legislative staff for the use of legislators in their deliberations and does not constitute an official statement of legislative intent. 
 

Section 9H.2 of S.L. 2026-41 (Senate Bill 257) requires the Division of Public Health (DPH), Department 

of Health and Human Services to report to the Joint Legislative Oversight Committee on Health and 

Human Services and the Fiscal Research Division on recommendations for a plan to establish maternal 

levels of care and to update neonatal levels of care to reduce maternal and infant mortality rates within the 

State by April 1, 2027. The plan must be consistent with guidelines of specified organizations, and DPH 

must consult with specified maternal and infant health stakeholders in the State in developing plan 

recommendations.  

This section became effective July 1, 2026.  


