
 

2025-2026 General Assembly 

 

 

HOUSE BILL 377: 

2026 Court Changes, Sec. 28: 

Allow Suspension of Trial Court Judges Pending 

Investigation 

Analysis of: House Bill 377 (Ratified), Sec. 28 Date: August 24, 2026 

  Prepared by: Legislative Analysis 

Division Staff    

 

Kara McCraw 

Director *H377-SMCE-156(rat)-v-3* 
Legislative Analysis 

Division 

919-733-2578 
 

 

 

This bill analysis was prepared by the nonpartisan legislative staff for the use of legislators in their deliberations and does not constitute an official statement of legislative intent. 
 

Section 28 of House Bill 377 would have modified laws regarding the Judicial Standards Commission to 

allow suspension of trial judges pending investigations into misconduct.  A new definition of a "trial 

judge" would have been created and would include "any judge who is serving in the Superior Court 

Division or District Court Division of the General Court of Justice of North Carolina, including any retired 

justice or judge who is recalled for service as an emergency judge of the Superior Court Division or 

District Court Division of the General Court of Justice."  A new procedure would then have been created 

that would allow a trial judge to be suspended if during the pendency of an investigation the Judicial 

Standards Commission found that immediate and irreparable injury, loss, or damage would result by the 

trial judge remaining in office. 

House Bill 377 was ratified by the General Assembly on August 6, 2026, and was vetoed by the Governor 

on August 17, 2026.  

   


