HOUSE BILL 376:

Water/Wastewater Affordability & Capacity
Act, Sec. 8:

Private Drinking Water Well Program Changes

Analysis of: S.L. 2026-32, Sec. 8 Date: August 24, 2026
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Division Staff

2025-2026 General Assembly

Section 8 of S.L. 2026-32 (House Bill 376) clarifies conflicts of laws within the North Carolina Well
Construction Act.

Additionally, it requires each local health department to implement the private drinking water well
permitting and inspection program established and adopted by the Environmental Management
Commission and repeals all local boards of health rules concerning permits for private drinking water
wells except for the testing standards in G.S. 87-96 and fees adopted pursuant to G.S. 130A-39.

This section became effective July 2, 2026.

Kara McCraw
Director
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This bill analysis was prepared by the nonpartisan legislative staff for the use of legislators in their deliberations and does not constitute an official statement of legislative intent.
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