HOUSE BILL 103:
NC Am. Indian Hunting/Fishing Rights.

2025-2026 General Assembly

Committee: House Federal Relations and American Indian Date: February 26, 2025
Affairs. If favorable, re-refer to State and Local
Government. If favorable, re-refer to
Regulatory Reform. If favorable, re-refer to
Wildlife Resources. If favorable, re-refer to
Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House
Introduced by: Reps. R. Pierce, Clampitt, Lowery, Ward Prepared by: Wendy Ray
Analysis of: First Edition Staff Attorney

OVERVIEW: House Bill 103 would provide a licensing exemption for North Carolina residents who
are members of State-recognized or federally recognized tribes engaging in hunting, trapping, and
fishing activities off tribal land.

CURRENT LAW: Article 21 of Chapter 113 of the North Carolina General Statutes sets outrequirements
for licenses issued by the Wildlife Resources Commission for hunting, trapping, and fishing activities.
Generally, these activities are regulated by the Commission, and a person is prohibited from engaging in
them without first procuring an appropriate license. License fees, which are set by rules adopted by the
Commission, vary depending on the type and duration of license issued.

G.S. 113-276 currently provides several exemptions from licensing requirements, including an exemption
for members of State-recognized Indian tribes for purposes of hunting, trapping, or fishing on tribal land.

BILL ANALYSIS: House Bill 103 would provide a licensing exemption for residents of the State who
are members of State-recognized or federally recognized tribes for purposes of hunting, trapping, or
fishing off tribal land.

An exempted person would be required to possess proper identification confirming membership and
produce itupon request by a wildlife enforcement officer. The person would also be required to comply
with other requirements of law or rule that apply to license holders, including reporting requirements,
requirements for purchase of federal migratory waterfowl stamps, and hunter education requirements.

EFFECTIVE DATE: The act would become effective October 1, 2025.
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