HOUSE BILL 334:
Establish At-Large Seat/W-S City Council.

2023-2024 General Assembly
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OVERVIEW: House Bill 334 would amend the Charter for the City of Winston-Salem to provide for
one additional seat on the City Council, to be elected from the city at-large.

CURRENT LAW: The City Council for the City of Winston-Salem consists of eight members serving
four-year terms. Each of the eight council members is elected from a single-member ward by the voters
of that ward, and each council member must be a resident of the ward in which they are elected. Regular
municipal elections are held in the City of Winston-Salem in even-numbered years and are conducted on
a partisan basis. The primary and election are conducted in the same manner and at the same time as
elections for county officers.

BILL ANALYSIS: House Bill 334 would amend the Charter for the City of Winston-Salem to expand
the number of seats on the City Council from eight members to nine members. The additional seat on the
City Council would be elected at-large by the qualified voters of the entire City of Winston-Salem. Any
resident of the City of Winston-Salem could be a candidate for the at-large seat. The at-large member
would be elected in a partisan primary and election like the current eight members of the City Council.

EFFECTIVE DATE: This act would be effective when it becomes law and apply to elections held on
or after that date.
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This bill analysis was prepared by the nonpartisan legislative staff for the use of legislators in their deliberations and does not constitute an official statement of legislative intent.
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