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OVERVIEW: HB 166 would require public schools to allow enrolled members of a State or federally 

recognized Indian Tribe, and those eligible to be members, to wear objects of cultural significance at 

school graduation ceremonies.  

CURRENT LAW: G.S. 115C-390.2 authorizes governing bodies of public school units to adopt student 

discipline policies, which may include dress code policies. The North Carolina Court of Appeals, in 

Fowler v. Williamson, 39 N.C.App. 715 (1979) held that "a school may adopt a dress code and may 

exclude a student from participating in certain school programs, including graduation ceremonies, if the 

student does not comply with the dress code."  

BILL ANALYSIS:  The 2nd Edition of HB 166 would authorize American Indian students who are 

enrolled members, or are eligible to be members, of a federal or State recognized Indian Tribe to wear 

feathers or plumes when participating as a graduate in a public school graduation ceremony.  

EFFECTIVE DATE:  HB 166 would become effective when it becomes law. 


