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2021-2022 General Assembly
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Analysis of: First Edition Committee Co-Counsel

OVERVIEW: Senate Bill 628 would require the use of plants and seeds native to North Carolina in
various State-funded projects that involve plantings or landscaping.

CURRENT LAW AND BACKGROUND: Last session, S.L. 2019-148 directed the Department of
Transportation to give a "strong preference” to plants that the United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) has classified as native to North Carolina when planting in the highway right-of-way.

The Powell Bill, as amended in 2015, provides funding to be used for projects to maintain, repair,
construct, reconstruct, or widen municipal streets in eligible municipalities from funds appropriated to the
Department of Transportation for that purpose. These funds may also be used for planning, construction
and maintenance of bikeways, greenways, or sidewalks. Under current law, cities performing landscaping
associated with these projects must "strongly prefer” the use of plants that USDA has classified as native
to North Carolina.

BILL ANALYSIS:

Section 1 of the bill would direct the Department of Administration, in consultation with university system
and community college horticulture programs and the North Carolina Forestry Association, to require the
use of seeds and plants that USDA has classified as native to North Carolina on all land owned or leased
by the State or a State agency. This would not apply to nonnative seeds and plants used in landscaping for
locations where the primary purpose is crop cultivation, crop and horticulture research, science, botanical
gardens, and zoos; or nonnative turf grass.

Section 2 would require the Department of Transportation, in consultation with university system and
community college horticulture programs and the North Carolina Forestry Association, to use seeds and
plants that USDA has classified as native to North Carolina in plantings in the highway right-of-way.

Section 3 would require municipalities performing landscaping as part of projects financed with Powell
Bill funds to use seeds and plants that USDA has classified as native to North Carolina.

Section 4 would provide that plantings performed as part of projects funded by the Parks and Recreation
Trust Fund must use seeds and plants that USDA has classified as native to North Carolina, except for
nonnative seeds and plants used in landscaping for locations where the primary purpose is crop cultivation,
crop and horticulture research, science, botanical gardens, and zoos; or nonnative turf grass.

EFFECTIVE DATE: This act would be effective when it becomes law.
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This bill analysis was prepared by the nonpartisan legislative staff for the use of legislators in their deliberations and does not constitute an official statement of legislative intent.



