SENATE BILL 605:
North Carolina Farm Act of 2021, Sec. 3:
Exempt Certain Fires from Open Burning Laws

2021-2022 General Assembly

Committee: Date: February 7, 2022
Introduced by: Prepared by: Chris Saunders
Analysis of: Sec. 3 of S.L. 2021-78 Staff Attorney

OVERVIEW: Section 3 of S.L. 2021-78 exempts fires started for cooking, warming, or ceremonial
events from the open burning laws, if the fire is confined in an enclosure from which burning material
may not escape or within a protected area upon which a watch is being maintained and which is
provided with adequate fire protection equipment. This exemption does not apply in cases where the
Commissioner of Agriculture has prohibited all open burning during periods of hazardous forest fire
conditions or during declared air pollution episodes.

This section became effective December 1, 2021, and applies to offenses committed on or after that
date.

BILL ANALYSIS: Section 3 of S.L. 2021-78 exempts fires started for cooking, warming, or ceremonial
events from the open burning laws, if the fire is confined in an enclosure from which burning material
may not escape or within a protected area upon which a watch is being maintained and which is provided
with adequate fire protection equipment. This exemption does not apply in cases where the Commissioner
of Agriculture has prohibited all open burning during periods of hazardous forest fire conditions or during
declared air pollution episodes.

EFFECTIVE DATE: This section became effective December 1, 2021, and applies to offenses
committed on or after that date.
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This bill analysis was prepared by the nonpartisan legislative staff for the use of legislators in their deliberations and does not constitute an official statement of legislative intent.



