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OVERVIEW:  Senate Bill 606 would authorize the North Carolina Department of Transportation 

(DOT) to prioritize the use of native North Carolina plant species for the purpose of promoting erosion 

control, landscaping, and general protection of State highways.  

CURRENT LAW AND ANALYSIS:  The North Carolina Department of Transportation (DOT) is 

vested with the power of selecting, planting and protecting trees, shrubs, vines, grasses, and legumes (i.e., 

plants) situated in the State's highway right-of-ways for purposes of promoting erosion control, 

landscaping, and the general protection of State highways. G.S. 136-18.  

Senate Bill 606 would authorize DOT to prioritize the use of "acceptable" plants in highway right-of-

ways for purposes of erosion control, landscaping, and highway protection. For purposes of this section, 

"acceptable" means plants native to North Carolina.  

EFFECTIVE DATE:  This bill would be effective when it becomes law.  

BACKGROUND: North Carolina's more than 3,900 native plant species provide quality food and shelter 

to the State's extensive wildlife community, economic stability to the State's agriculture industry, and a 

greater appreciation for North Carolina's natural beauty and heritage.  


