SENATE BILL 556:
GSC People First Language 2019.

2019-2020 General Assembly

Committee: Date: January 27, 2020
Introduced by: Prepared by: Susan Barham
Analysis of: S.L. 2019-76 Research Assistant

OVERVIEW: Parts | and Il of S.L. 2019-76 implement People First drafting by changing the phrase
"mental retardation™ to "intellectual disability" or "intellectual or other developmental disability”" in
statutes relating to the provision of services and makes further People First language, technical, and
clarifying amendments in those statutes.

Additionally, S.L. 2019-76 adjusts the General Statutes Commission (Commission) membership by:

e removing an appointment to the Commission by the dean of the Charlotte School of Law
because of the school's closure;

e deleting a provision that applied only to the original appointments to the Commission and is
now obsolete;

e adjusting the beginning and ending dates of appointments to the Commission to align more
closely with the Commission’s work year;

e resolving ambiguous language dealing with vacancies on the Commission and clarifies what
procedure applies; and

e making conforming amendments to these changes.
See the Explanatory Memorandum from the General Statutes Commission for more detailed summary.

Except as otherwise provided, Parts I and 11 of this act became effective October 1, 2019 and apply to
proceedings commenced or services rendered on or after that date. The remainder of the act became
effective July 1, 2019.

*David Unwin, Staff Attorney, Bill Drafting, substantially contributed to this summary.
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