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This bill analysis was prepared by the nonpartisan legislative staff for the use of legislators in their deliberations and does not constitute an official statement of legislative intent. 

 

OVERVIEW:  Senate Bill 551 would require the Department of Health and Human Services, Division 

of Social Services to require individuals seeking Food and Nutrition Services benefits to cooperate with 

the Child Support Enforcement Program as a condition to eligibility for benefits. 

 

CURRENT LAW:  Currently, there is no statutory requirement that Food and Nutrition Services 

beneficiaries cooperate with the Child Support Enforcement Program. 

 

BILL ANALYSIS:  Senate Bill 551 would add a new Article to Chapter 110 requiring individuals who 

wish to receive benefits under the Food and Nutrition Services Program to cooperate with the Child 

Support Enforcement Program as a condition of eligibility for those benefits. 

 

EFFECTIVE DATE:  This act would be effective January 1, 2020. 

 

BACKGROUND:  Child Support Services, under the Department of Health and Human Services, is a 

program designed to collect as much child support money as possible for the benefit of North Carolina's 

children.  Its duties include enforcement of child support orders and collection and processing of child 

support payments. 

Under 7 C.F.R. § 273.11(o), states can disqualify custodial parents from eligibility for Food and Nutrition 

Services benefits if they do not cooperate with state agencies charged with administering a child support 

enforcement program. 

Under 7 C.F.R. § 273.11(p), states can disqualify non-custodial parents from eligibility for Food and 

Nutrition Services benefits if they do not cooperate with state agencies charged with administering a child 

support enforcement program. 


