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This bill analysis was prepared by the nonpartisan legislative staff for the use of legislators in their deliberations and does not constitute an official statement of legislative intent. 

 

OVERVIEW:  House Bill 224 would amend G.S. 14-34.5 to make it a Class D felony to commit an 

assault with a firearm on a law enforcement officer, probation officer, parole officer, and an employee 

of a detention facility.  

CURRENT LAW AND ANALYSIS:  G.S. 14-34.5(a) provides that a person who commits an assault 

with a firearm on a law enforcement officer, probation officer, or parole officer while in the performance 

of an official duty, is guilty of a Class E felony (15 to 88 months incarceration).  

G.S. 14-34.5(b) provides that a person who commits an assault with a firearm on a person who is employed 

at a detention facility while in the performance of an official duty, is guilty of a Class E felony (15 to 88 

months incarceration). 

House Bill 224 would amend G.S. 14-34.5(a) and G.S. 14-34.5(b) to make it a Class D felony (38-204 

month incarceration) for violating these subsections. A Class D felony mandates an active term of 

imprisonment.  

EFFECTIVE DATE:  This act would become effective December 1, 2019 and apply to offenses 

committed on or after that date. A person who commits an offense under G.S. 14-34.5(a) or 

G.S. 14-34.5(b) prior to the effective date in this act, would be sentenced as a Class E felon.  

 

*Shawn Middlebrooks, Staff Attorney for the Legislative Analysis Division, contributed to this summary. 


