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This bill analysis was prepared by the nonpartisan legislative staff for the use of legislators in their deliberations and does not constitute an official statement of legislative intent. 

 

OVERVIEW:  The Proposed Committee Substitute to House Bill 1004 would allow the Town of 

Wrightsville Beach to use the Town's property located in between private land owners' property and the 

Atlantic Ocean for the construction of public restrooms, gazebos, park facilities, and public beach 

access facilities without the property reverting back to the State. 

The PCS amends the title of the bill.  

 

CURRENT LAW:  Chapter 246 of the Public Laws of 1939 describes property that had been filled in, 

restored, or constructed by the Town of Wrightsville Beach following years of erosion.  Section 1 

incorporates this filled in, restored, and newly constructed land into the corporate limits of the Town of 

Wrightsville Beach.  Section 2 establishes a set "property line" to distinguish private from public land.  All 

of the newly constructed land to the west of the property line is conveyed to the adjacent land owners, and 

all newly constructed land to the east of the property line is conveyed to the Town of Wrightsville Beach.  

No building or structure may be built on land lying to the east of the property line.  All land to the east of 

the property line is to be kept open at all times by the Town for either (1) streets and highways for public 

use, or (2) development and use as a public square or park.  If the land is not used for one of these purposes, 

the land reverts and becomes property of the State.  

 

BILL ANALYSIS:  The PCS to House Bill 1004 would: 

 Clarify that use of the land to the east of the property line for development and use as a public 

square or park includes any construction of public restrooms, gazebos, and typical park facilities 

on that land.  

 Allow for the land to the east of the property line to be used by the Town for the construction of 

public beach access facilities.  

 

EFFECTIVE DATE:  Effective when it becomes law. 


