SENATE BILL 897:
Asheville City Council Districts.
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Introduced by: Sen. Apodaca Prepared by: Erika Churchill
Analysis of: Second Edition Committee Counsel

SUMMARY: Senate Bill 897 would establish electoral districts for the City Council of the City of
Asheville, effective with the 2019 election cycle.

CURRENT LAW: The City Council of the City of Asheville consists of six members elected at large
for four year terms and a mayor. Each odd numbered year, three members of the city council are elected.

BILL ANALYSIS: The bill would establish six single member districts for the six city council
members, effective with the 2019 election cycle. The member would be required to reside in, and be
elected from, that district. The districts are shown in the map "Senate Bill 897, Asheville City Council
Districts."

In order to implement the districts, members of the City Council elected in 2017 would serve a two year
term and the City Council would be barred from altering the structure of council prior to the return of
the 2020 Census. The election of the mayor would remain unchanged.

EFFECTIVE DATE: January 1, 2017.

BACKGROUND: Under local acts establishing districts, six counties and one municipality are
barred from districting until the return of the 2020 Census: Greene County, Guilford County,
Mecklenburg County, Lenoir County, Buncombe County, Wake County and Greensboro.
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This bill analysis was prepared by the nonpartisan legislative staff for the use of legislators in their deliberations and does not constitute an official statement of legislative intent.
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