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SUMMARY:  S.L. 2015-176 requires law enforcement agencies to accept receipt of copies of 

protective and civil no-contact orders and 122C custody orders issued by clerks of court by electronic 

or facsimile transmission.  This act also requires the Administrative Officer of the Courts to solicit 

input from clerks of courts regarding use of the term "costs" rather than "court costs" on citations 

and make appropriate changes based on the input.   

This act became effective August 5, 2015. 

CURRENT LAW:  Chapter 50B provides the process for seeking protective orders restraining 

defendants from further acts of domestic violence (50B orders).  G.S. 50B-3 requires that 50B orders be 

issued to each party, copies of the order by issued to and retained by the appropriate law enforcement 

agencies where the victim resides, and a copy be delivered by the sheriff to the principal of a school if a 

defendant is ordered to stay away from a child's school.  

Chapter 50C provides the process for seeking civil no-contact orders that order respondents to refrain 

from certain behaviors towards a victim (50C order). G.S. 50C-9 requires the clerk of court to deliver a 

certified copy of a 50C order to the sheriff on the same day it is issued.  If the respondent is not present 

in court when the order is issued, the respondent may be served using the same manner as for service of 

process under the Rules of Civil Procedure.  A copy of the order must also be issued promptly to and 

retained by the appropriate law enforcement agency. 

A citation is a directive, issued by a law enforcement officer or other authorized person, that a person 

appear in court and answer a misdemeanor or infraction charge or charges.  The form and content for 

citations are prescribed by the Administrative Officer of the Courts. 

BILL ANALYSIS:   

Sections 1 and 2 of this act require law enforcement agencies to accept receipt of copies of a 50B or 

50C order issued by the clerk of court by electronic or facsimile transmission for service on defendants 

as well as custody orders issued pursuant to Chapter 122C. 

Section 3 requires the Administrative Officer of the Courts, within 60 days of this act becoming law, to 

solicit input from clerks of courts regarding use of the term "costs" rather than "court costs" on the 

citation form used for violation of motor vehicle laws, and to make changes as appropriate based on the 

received input. 

EFFECTIVE DATE:  This act became law August 5, 2015.  Section 3 does not require the replacement 

of citation forms until the printing of new forms is otherwise necessary.  


