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SUMMARY:  House Bill 713 would specify that criminal information derived from body-worn 

cameras and in-car cameras of law enforcement officers is not a public record and sets out provisions 

for requested recordings. 

 

CURRENT LAW:  Records of criminal investigations conducted by law enforcement are not public 

record.. "Records of criminal investigation" mean information derived from witnesses, laboratory tests, 

surveillance, investigators, confidential informants, photographs, and measurements. Presently, 

recordings form body-worn and in-car cameras are not listed. 

 

BILL ANALYSIS:   

The bill would specify that recordings from body-worn cameras or in-car cameras of law enforcement 

officers to the definition of "records of criminal investigations," which are not public records. The bill 

would also specify that the recordings are not part of the officer or officers involved in the body-worn or 

in-car cameras are not part of that officer's personnel record, and may be released by the law 

enforcement agency without the consent of that officer. 

The bill would require a person seeking a court order to access to recordings of law enforcement 

officer's body-worn cameras and in-car cameras to specify the portion of the recording containing the 

requested information, including date and approximate time of the incident that was recorded. However, 

nothing would require law enforcement agencies to allow inspection, examination, or release of 

recordings captured by body-worn cameras or in-car cameras. Federal law governing access to these 

types of recordings would not be superceded. 

 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Effective when it becomes law.  


