Josh Stein, Governor

State of Novth
Carolina

GOVERNOR JOSH STEIN OBJECTIONS AND VETO MESSAGE:

Senate Bill 558: AN ACT TO DEMONSTRATE THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY'S IN TENT
THAT STUDENTS, PROFESSORS, ADMINISTRATORS, AND OTHER EMPLO YEES OF
PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION RECOGNIZE THE EQUALITY AND
RIGHTS OF ALL PERSONS AND TO PROHIBIT PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER
EDUCATION FROM PROMOTING CERTAIN CONCEPTS THAT ARE CONTRARY T0
THAT INTENT.

Our diversity is our strength. We should not whitewash history, police dorm room
conversations, or ban books. Rather than fearing differing viewpoints and cracking down on free
speech, we should ensure our students learn from diverse perspectives and form their own
opinions.

Therefore, | veto the bill.
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The bill, having been vetoed, is returned to the Clerk of the North Carolina Senate on this
the é day of July 2025, at 1D 23S a v\ for reconsideration by that body.
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