Roy Cooper, Governor
State of Novth Carolina

GOVERNOR ROY COOPER OBJECTIONS AND VETO MESSAGE:

House Bill 823, “AN ACT TO SET CERTAIN CRITERIA FOR CHILDREN'S ADVOCACY
CENTERS TO BE ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE STATE FUNDS, TO GOVERN THE
SHARING OF INFORMATION AND RECORDS OF CHILDREN'S ADVOCACY
CENTERS AND MULTIDISCIPLINARY TEAMS, AND TO ESTABLISH CERTAIN
IMMUNITY FOR CHILDREN'S ADVOCACY CENTERS.”

This bill was well-intended to better serve children, but in the hurried conclusion of
session it included critical flaws, for example, limiting departments of social services’ ability to
refer children who have come to the attention of child welfare to pediatric specialists for
appropriate medical diagnosis and treatment. Legislators should continue to work with the NC
Department of Health and Human Services, the Child Advocacy Centers, and others to fix these
flaws and move this work forward in future legislation to best help children.

Therefore, I veto the bill.

/%

Roy Cooper
Governor

The bill, having been vetoed, is returned to the Clerk of the North Carolina House on this
the ﬂ_ﬂl day of July 2022,at  3:4 S P for reconsideration by that body.
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A board member, staff member. or volunteer of a Children's Advocacy Center or Children's
Advocacy Centers of North Carolina, Inc.. shall be immune from civil liability arising from
performance of acts within the scope of the person's duties or participation in a judicial
proceeding if the person acts in good faith. Immunity under this section shall not extend to acts
of gross negligence., wanton conduct, or intentional wrongdoing."

SECTION 1.(b) G.S. 7B-505.1(f) reads as rewritten:

"(f)  Unless the court has ordered otherwise, except as prohibited by federal law, a health
care provider shall disclose confidential information about a juvenile to a director of a county
department of social services with custody of the juvenile and a parent, guardian, or custodian.
A Child Medical Evaluation performed by a health care provider rostered with the North Carolina

Child Medical Evaluation Program shall be governed by subsection (d) of this section and
G.S. 108A-75.4."

SECTION 2. This act becomes effective July 1, 2023.
In the General Assembly read three times and ratified this the 1% day of July, 2022.

Phil Berger
President Pro Tempore of the Senate
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Tim Moore
Speaker of the House of Representatives

Roy Cooper
Governor

Approved .m. this day of , 2022
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